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CHAPTER VII.

THE FATHER ESCAPES FROM THE HIROQUOIS AND PRO-

CEEDS TO FRANCE, THROUGH THE INTERVENTION OF

THE DUTCH. HE RETURNS TO CANADAS; HAV-

ING ARRIVED THERE, HE MAKES A JOURNEY

TO THE COUNTRY OF THE HIROQUOIS.

U PON the return from this journey, they com-
mand the Father to go and accompany some
fishermen, who conducted him 7 or 8 leagues

below a Dutch settlement. While he was engaged
in that exercise, he learned from the lips of some
[112] Hiroquois who came to that quarter that they
were awaiting him in the village to burn him. This
news was the occasion of his deliverance, of which,—
having sufficiently mentioned it in the Relation for
the year 1642 and 1643, chapter 14,—I will relate here
only some particulars of which there has been but
little if any mention. The Dutch having given him
the opportunity to enter a ship, the Hiroquois
complained of it;—he was withdrawn thence and
conducted to the house of the Captain, who gave him
in custody to an old man, until they should have ap-
peased those Barbarians. In a word, if they had per-
severed in their demand, and rejected some presents
that were made to them, the Father would have been
given up into their hands, to be the object of their
fury and food for their fires. Now, while they were
awaiting the opportunity to send him back to Europe,
he remained six weeks under the guard of that old


